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Grace to You 
By Michael Bailey 

   How can it be that 2008 is 

upon us? Wasnôt it just a 

few months ago that we 

were wringing our hands 

over the approach of Y2K? 

Now here we are 7yrs later 

and so much has happened 

in the interim. The passage 

of time is an interesting phe-

nomenon. The clock seemed 

to hit the accelerator when 

we left our twenties and 

blasted into our thirties. 

When we are young life ap-

pears as time without end. 

Now that I am significantly 

past fifty I am reminded that 

while the end may not be at 

hand it certainly isnôt life 

without end. I pray continu-

ally Lord help me to fulfill 

your purposes for my life 

here on this earth in all the 

days I have remaining. The 

following words from Paul 

in Philippians inspire me in 

a special way.  Phil 3:12b I 

press on to take hold of that 

for which Christ Jesus took 

hold of me. 13 Brothers, I 

do not consider myself yet 

to have taken hold of it.  

But one thing I do: Forget-

ting what is behind and 

straining toward what is 

ahead, 14 I press on toward 

the goal to win the prize for 

which God has called me 

heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

NIV 

      I never had a sense of 

destiny before Jesus took 

hold of me. Prior to that 

wonderful day all I had were 

questions like, ñ why am I 

hereò and ñwhere is all this 

headed?ò When Jesus takes 

hold of us He instills within 

us the knowledge that we 

werenôt just saved for eter-

nity but for specific purpose 

in this life. The Bible 

teaches us clearly what we 

sense intuitively; Eph 2:8 

For it is by grace you have 

been saved, through faith  

é..10 For we are God's 

workmanship, created in 
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Bob Hazlett will be with us again this January 20th and his wife Kim 

will be ministering with him as well.  Robert and Kimberly carry a 

catalytic spirit and a prophetic message. Robert is a sought after 

speaker at conferences, youth events and revival meetings. A strong 

healing gift follows his ministry. Kimberly has ministered in wor-

ship within the Church Body and in the field of education. Their de-

sire is to empower and equip the Body of Christ to reach out beyond 

themselves.  After serving in pastoral ministry for ten years, Robert 

& Kimberly founded Touch of Fire Ministries to give voice to a new 

generation. Together they have since ministered throughout the 

United States and overseas.  Sunday AM Bob will be at GCC-MU 

and Kim will be ministering at GCC-LE.  Sunday PM both Bob and 

Kim will be ministering at GCC-LE.  Look and listen for more info 

in the weeks to come. 



Christ Jesus to do good works, which 

God prepared in advance for us to do. 

NIV 

     Within a few days of being a Chris-

tian I knew that I had to try to help oth-

ers to find Jesus. I was partially moti-

vated by a guilty conscience because I 

had influenced so many in living wick-

edly in my pre-Christ days.  However 

that guilt was quickly replaced with the 

positive sense of destiny that Christ 

had saved me for a purpose. The privi-

lege we all share is to search out the 

specific good works, which have been 

prepared in advance for us to do. 

Godôs plans are not limited or re-

stricted to Pastors and Apostles but to 

all who have received Jesus Christ as 

Savior.  

 To those, who like Paul, have 

a passion for His purpose for their life, 

the passing of time is not an enemy. 

Each day brings us closer to His design 

for us in this life. In my own situation, 

while pursuing His will for my 

life His plans have become much 

clearer over time. Initially, I thought 

my destiny was to become a commit-

ted Christian businessman and be a 

support for Pastors. While in college 

God made it clear that I was to become 

a Pastor.   While pastoring God made it 

clear I was to raise up other Pastors 

and to help them start churches. While 

pastoring and raising up other pastors 

and helping them to start churches God 

has helped me to see my role in giving 

oversight and help to those Pastors. 

Now while fulfilling that part of Godôs 

grand scheme I find myself as a Chris-

tian businessman for the fourth time in 

my career. The plan of God continues 

to unfold and like Paul I feel I have so 

much ahead that I have yet to have 

taken hold of. 

     When the old year is torn from the 

calendar and the New Year arrives 

many folks are filled with a sense of 

remorse for opportunities lost. The 

enemy of our soul frequently uses the 

trick of guilt to disable Christians 

and keep them from their appointed 

rounds. It has always encouraged me 

that even the greatest Apostle of all 

time Paul felt that he hadnôt arrived. 

His approach is counsel to us in that 

same condition. 

 Forgetting what is behind and 

straining toward what is ahead, 14 I 

press on toward the goal to win the 

prize for which God has called me 

heavenward in Christ Jesus.  

 There is a name for those who 

have successfully stopped the passing 

of time.  Dead!!! Naturally that is not 

the goal yet for most of us. I am not 

trying to stop the passage of time. For 

those of still alive, the New Year 

represents renewed opportunity to 

press forward to gain the prize for 

which we are called heavenward in 

Christ. ƽ 
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2008 Sportsmanõs Banquet 
 

 

Date:  Saturday, February 16, 2008 

Time:  6:00 PM 

Speaker:  Jimmy Sites 

Ticket Price:  $12.00 

 

Mr. Sites and a 160 class buck  

shot with a Matthews bow . 



By Roberta Aurand 

     I recently became 

a great grandmother to 

Austin who was born 

September 18.  Since his mom and dad are working people, 

he needed the special care of his granma Saron and me 

until he could get into Day Care in January.  This called for 

demands on my muscles since he is a heavyweight in the 

baby world. So if I had not gone to the YMCA to lift 

weights for about two months, I would have been into 

intense muscle pain from lifting him 5 half days a week.  I 

discovered going through the discipline and grunting of 

push and pull at the ñYò was well worth my time.  

     I believe the times ahead will be putting demands on us 

for a stronger prayer cover for our church and beyond.  The 

best way to become prepared is to be disciplined to exercise 

our prayer cover.  I believe we need to expand our prayer 

muscles to deal with the heavy weight 

demands of this world. 

     In the weeks ahead there will be opportunities 

presented in the bulletins for you to sign up to 

cover specific areas of ministry and beyond.  You 

would be given a specific area as well as ways to pray. 

     Every person can pray, every prayer is important and 

heard by God.  This is an opportunity to send forth the light 

nd truth of God in ways only Godôs people can do.  Donôt 

miss the opportunity and privilege of partnering with the 

Lord in His Kingdom work in this dark world.  We need 

only see the news once a day to know we are moving closer 

to ñend-day times.ò  My prayer is that we will all have a 

better awareness of the times we are in and that the church 

will arise and be prepared for whatôs ahead.  The Lord 

needs you, the church needs you, the world needs you. ƽ 
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Preparation for Greater Demands 

By Ron Neff 

    Do you love new things?  I do, I 

think most people are happy about new 

things.  Maybe youôve gotten some 

new things for Christmas; a new 

gadget, new clothes, or a new book.  

Maybe something new has come 

your way recently, like a new 

opportunity or a new friendship.  

Or maybe youôve starting a new 

diet.  Every January we start a 

new year with new resolutions, 

new hopes, and new goals.  But 

ultimately the newness fades, 

and what was once fresh and in-

teresting becomes ordinary and 

uneventful.  Thatôs about the time 

when we begin to look for something 

new again, almost if it were a form of 

entertainment or hobby of some kind. 

    Paul said to Timothy ñBut godliness 

with contentment is great gain.ò (1 

Tim 6:6 NIV).  He was encouraging 

him not to become caught up in 

worldly pursuits and was helping him 

avoid temptations and sin.  Paul com-

pletely understood the potential dam-

age of misdirected zeal and the desire 

for success and accomplishment.  He 

knew that the fight of faith against the 

world, the flesh, and the enemy had to 

be fought from the higher ground of 

inward sufficiency and holiness.  Often 

the distraction to be more or to have 

more can lead us away from experienc-

ing more of God, because contentment 

is very different from satisfaction.  

Serving with a newness of Spirit and 

walking in newness of life must flow 

from a heart that is more interested in 

pleasing God then reaching new goals 

or the pleasure of new happenings or 

positions. 

    I fully believe that 2008 will be a 

year filled with the excitement of new 

beginnings.  I believe that the journey 

will be brimming with creativity and 

inspiration and I pray that each new 

day will bring new clarity, purity and 

originality for us all.  But the method 

of pursuit is much more important than 

the day to day outcome.  Paul told 

Timothy ñBut you, man of 

Godépursue righteousness, 

godliness, faith, love, endurance 

and gentleness.ò (1 Tim 6:11). 

    I believe the Lord has resolved 

to accomplish much more in this 

New Year than we can imagine.  

I believe that many lives will be 

changed in fresh new ways if we 

are willing to pursue Him with the 

proper passion.  But I not only want 

new things for all of us, I want them to 

be lasting and full.  I want them to pro-

duce those great gain results that the 

Father is looking for.  So Iôm hoping 

for a greater grace to be upon us all 

this year that will bring into being a 

greater degree of godliness and a 

greater depth of contentment in Christ.   

ƽ 

òThe Greater Gain Pursuit" 

òBut godliness with  

contentment is great 

gain.ó 1 Tim 6:6 NIV 



By Barbara Mannino  

      I'm determined to start out my 

New Year the same way I'm ending the 

old one.  Full of praise and gratitude to 

the One who loves me beyond meas-

ure.  Christ is my everything  and all I 

need is more of Him.  The wine is be-

ginning to flow off the mountains and 

My new wineskin is ready to receive 

all that He has for me.  How about 

you?  Are you ready to receive?  I have 

a song that I will be sharing soon and it 

goes like this, "The windows of heaven 

are open and the blessings are falling 

tonight.  There's joy, joy, joy in my 

heart since Jesus made everything 

right.  I've traded my old tattered gar-

ments and He gave me a robe of pure 

white.  Now I'm feasting on manna 

from heaven and that's why I'm singing 

tonight."  I'm  declaring that I am 

walking under an open heaven.  He has 

said that He would give me exceeding 

abundantly above all that I could ask or 

think according to the power that 

works in me.  It's His Holy Spirit that 

works in me and I'm allowing Him to 

have full control  and dominion.  Now 

that can only mean one thing.  He's 

going to pour out upon me and all I 

have to do is make sure I don't 

drown.  I'm talking a deluge of bless-

ing.  He's the Promise Keeper and He 

is always true to His word.  So, I have 

said, "Self.  Look out!  It's beginning 

to rain!" 

     He has always had a banqueting 

table for all who would receive what 

He had to offer.  I want to dine with 

Him because He always serves fine 

wine.  I'm not about to short change 

myself and end up eating at the pig 

trough. I'm determined to follow 

through with what He said I could 

do.  I want to lay hands on the sick and 

see them recover instead of seeing 

them get covered over with a mound of 

dirt.  I want to raise the dead instead of 

grumbling and complaining and raising 

Cain.  Being able to do what He said I 

could do is all part of His bless-

ings.  That means that I must "duke" it 

out with the flesh part of me and 

DIE!  DIE!  DIE!  It can be painful and 

sometimes I think I'm not going to 

make it, but guess what?  He picks me 

up, brushes me off  and tells me that 

I'm doing better and better.  He assures 

me that He loves me and I know that I 

am learning obedience through the 

things that I suffer.  Just like 

Him.  Except He was and is without 

sin.  I can't say 

His Overflow Blessing for the New Year 
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January Nursery Schedule 

Sundays:   Lewistown  

Jan. 6 ñ  Glee & Alexei Pavlova & Kelsey Johnson 

Jan. 13 ñ  Leisle Kauffman, Arlene Kauffman 

Jan. 20 ñ Nikki Scyoc, Jenny Hartzler   

Jan. 27 ñ Maralee Seeley, Christen Amspacker,  Nakita Rager 

Wednesdays: 

Jan. 2 ñ Melody Bratton, Jackie Alters 

Jan. 9 ñ Genia Mathews, George Camp 

Jan. 16ñ Anneliese Smith, Jen Neavling   

Jan 23 ñ Cyndi Neff &  Carrie Baumgardner 

Jan 30ñCyndi Neff & Angie Kerstetter 

Contact Angie Kerstetter to serve in the nursery: 717-667-6864 

Sundays:                     Mount Union  

Jan. 6 ñ Patti Hutton & Krissy White 

Jan. 13 ñ Jennifer Walker & Beth Drake 

Jan. 20 ñ Pat Gilsbaugh & Angie Knable 

Jan. 27  ñ Autumn Woodward  

Wednesdays: 

Jan. 2 ñ Patti Hutton & Danielle Neff  

Jan. 9  ñ Jean Speck  

Jan. 16  ñ Lisa Harris & Carol Henry 

Jan. 23 ñ Sue May & Diane McCallister  

Jan. 30 ñEatn Meeting 

Contact Jane Neff to serve in the nursery: 814-542-2488 

January Calendar 
Saturdays: Prayer, 8-9:30 am (LE & MU) 

Sundays: Morning Worship, 10:00 (LE & MU)  

Wednesdays: 7:00 Bible Study/Youth Group (LE&MU) 

Monday, January 7th & 21st Menôs Group Meeting 

(MU) 

Saturday, January 12th Hand of Grace Full Distrib(LE) 

Monday, January 14th & 28th Womenôs Meeting (MU) 

Saturday,  January 19th  Hand of Grace (MU)  

Sunday, January 20th Touch of Ministries (Bob & Kim-

berly Hazlett)  (MU & LE) Morning Services, PM (LE) 

 

Saturday, January 26th Hand of Grace, Produce Only 

(LE)   

Continued Page 5 
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myself but I do know that I am making 

progress.  The more I let Him refine 

me means the more His power is work-

ing within me.  That takes me back to 

the beginning of my message.  I am 

under an open heaven because I am 

letting Him have His way.  The more I 

let Him in control means the more He 

will pour out upon me.  The rain is 

getting heavier and I'm still soaking it 

in BUT soon I will be saturated and 

flowing all over everything and every-

one.   

     How about it?  Are you ready for 

all that He has to give you?  I'll let you 

with this warning.  Look out!  It's be-

ginning to rain!  That brings me to my 

final thoughts.  Guess what?  Here's 

another song.  "The turtle dove is sing-

ing it's sweet song of morning.  The 

leaves on the trees turn their silver 

cups to the sky.  The silent clouds 

above are beginning to gather.  The 

barren land is thirsty and so am I.  It's 

beginning to rain, rain rain!  Hear the 

voice of my Father.  He's saying, 

"Whosoever will, come drink of my 

water."  He's promised to pour His 

Spirit out on your sons and your 

daughters.  If you're thirsty and dry, 

look up to the sky:  It's beginning to 

rain!" 

     God bless all of you with abun-

dance.  Let's seek Him wholeheartedly 

and bask in His overflowing good-

ness!  I love you all, but remember , 

that no one loves you the way He does. 

Blessing for the New Year (Continued) 

Doctor : You need new glasses  
Patient: How do you know?, I haven't told you whats 
wrong with me yet  
Doctor : I could tell as soon as you walked in through the 

window!  

Doctor, Doctor My little boy has just swallowed a roll of 
film! 

Hmmmm. Let's hope nothing develops. 

Teacher: What's big and yellow and comes in the morning 
to brighten a mothers day?  

Pupil: The school bus! 

Mother: What did you learn in school today  
Son: How to write  
Mother : What did you write?  

Son: I don't know, they haven't taught us how to read yet!  


