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     It’s downright depressing — signs of fi-

nancial stress are everywhere. Today, a 

headline posted by MSNBC confirmed the 

ongoing decline of our shaky economy. 

―Bear of a day on Wall Street.‖ The article 

went on to elaborate. ―Blue Chips traded 

below 11,000 for the first time in two 

years…A new high for oil prices above $147 

a barrel also weighed on stocks.‖ 

      These dismal financial facts may at first 

glance seem a bit far removed. But the ripple 

effect doesn’t take long to reach my wallet. 

Gasoline and heating oil is now above $4.00 

a gallon and rising. I naturally feel victim-

ized. Where can I turn for help? What practi-

cal options do I have that can help me pros-

per in these negative times? 

     As I pondered these questions after read-

ing today’s depressing financial news, my 

mind was directed to Psalm 1. This scripture 

provides a positive solution to lift me up out 

of my financial woes. I can’t do anything 

about the rocketing cost of living. But the 

Psalmist has some good God-advice to pass 

along. There are a few things I can do to 

better my economic status in these negative 

times. God guarantees His advice will work, 

both in good and bad seasons. Here’s His 

instruction: 

Don’t walk in the counsel of the 

wicked  -  Economists, politicians, en-

tertainers, advertisers, analysts who lack 

love for God are short-sighted. Their 

counsel is wicked because it’s man-

centered. It distracts, distorts, and de-

ceives. How much time do I spend lis-

tening to them?   

Instead, delight in the law of the Lord  
-  Keep diligent in acquiring a taste for 

the scriptures. Develop a greater fascina-

tion for what God is wanting to say to-

day than for what the news or entertain-

ment media broadcasts.  

Meditate constantly (24-7) upon what 

He has to say  -  Eating His Word must 

become my #1 favorite food.  I must 

want to become preoccupied with it. 

Where do my thoughts gravitate to when 

I get a break in the action — idols, 

worry or worship? The quality of my 

life today depends upon the answer to 

this question.  

      If God’s counsel is true, He promises me 

a rather profitable payoff if I heed it — if 

I’m willing to walk in His counsel: 

I will be like a tree firmly planted by 

the streams of water  -  In seasons of 

drought caused by my environment, I 

will flourish. Life circumstances won’t 

determine my ultimate success or lack 

— in any area of my life. Firmly rooted 

in God’s Word, my ―underground‖ life-

flow connection with Him will con-

stantly refresh me. Life’s storms won’t 

topple me. 

I will enjoy fruit in its proper sea-

son…my leaf won’t wither…whatever 

I do will prosper  -  In other words, 

when I need peace in a stressful season, 

I’ll have it. When I experience financial 

difficulties, He will show me the way 

through. God will cause even the worst 

seasons to work for my good. Whatever 
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Unique Adventures Together  by Ron Neff 

 Recently my family and I traveled on a western adventure together.  Our vacation accomplished multiple goals: a quality visit 

with my Dad and Grandmother in Colorado, a visit to Yellowstone National Park and Cody Wyoming, and a ministry break and family 

bonding time.  As our mini-van transformed into a modern-day Conestoga wagon, Cyndi and I couldnõt help but think about those 

(some in our family trees) who were attracted to ògo westó various ways like on the Missouri River, the Santa Fe or Oregon Trails, or to 

participate in the various gold rushes of the great western expansion.  What took those travelerõs months or in some cases years to 

voyage, we were able to do in 10 days.  We truly live in the age when òmany shall run to and froó with relative ease and comfort. 

 But the trip has also caused me to think about our Adventures in God.  Honestly, the road of life often seems long and wind-

ing, occupied with bumps and curves, and filled with too many rainy nights.  And of course there are always hills and valleys and now 

and then those basins can look like the Great Plains that stretch as far as the eye can see.  Time and again our trek with God seems 

very routine and ordinary, like watching mile after mile of telephone poles or fence posts pass by.  But each mile has a purpose and 

every road a destination.  And the scenery along the way encompasses spectacular vistas traversing mountain-top experiences with 

Christ.  Even the ordinary places with Him hold a unique beauty if we take the time to notice.  And I believe that God has planned for 

each one of us an adventure like no other, a journey with Him that no one else can encounter the same way. 

Please donõt misunderstand me; Iõm not proposing the erroneous new-age philosophy that says òall paths (religions) lead to 

Godó the Bible is clear that òsmall is the gate and narrow the road that leads to lifeó (Matt. 7:14) and Jesus said, òI am the Gateó (John 

10:9) and that He is òthe Way and the Truth and the Lifeó to Father God (John 14:6).  But what I am suggesting is that the Lord has a 

unique way of conforming each of us to His image for His glory.  Even as we travel together the perspective from our seat in the 

wagon will be different, collecting our own distinct saddle sores.  The Apostle Paul said to the Ephesians: 
11

In Him  we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of Him who works out everything in conformity 

with the purpose of His will, 
12

in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory. -

Ephesians 1:11-12 NIV (see also Rom. 8:28-30). 

God is taking us places that we need to pass through because there are individual things that we need to understand.  There 

are people that we need to venture with and irreplaceable situations that we need to live through.  Tomorrowõs destination (or des-

tiny) can only be found through todayõs mission and passage.  I like how an old preacher describes the adventure: 

What scenery enchants the Christian pilgrim? The towering mountains of 

predestination, the great sea of providence, the rocks of sure promise, the 

green fields of revelation, the river that makes glad the city of God--all 

these compose the scenery that surrounds the Christian, and at every step 

fresh sublimities [majestic, awe-inspiring events] meet his view. ðCharles 

Haddon Spurgeon 

I believe that God is looking for adventurers that will embrace the spiritual 

landscape together that Spurgeon describes.  But Iõll be the first to admit that 

Iõve not always enjoyed the journey set before me.  We must remember that 

the road less traveled is mapped by Christ himself; however it bends and 

turns.  Sometimes we visit familiar places or go around the same old moun-

tains.  Other times we survey new routes and make new in-roads with the 

Holy Spirit.  But through it all, the quest in the Kingdom can and should be a 

stimulating activity.  In fact, I believe that God would have us become more 

adventurous and discover greater exploits.  But we must not become 

òdistracted with muchó or òweary in doing goodó.  There is so much more that 

the Lord has for all of us to explore, and the time is becoming so short. 

Fortunately on our journey west we had a handy device that helped us stay on course and make rapid time.  GPS units in-

struct the driver turn by turn to a point of interest.  The device will calculate the quickest route and gives advanced warning of 

changes in direction.  Even if you venture off course (rest stops, gas, etc.) the gadget recalculates the appropriate corrections and time 

of destination.  But the device will only work as it maintains a satellite connection. 

Now more than ever we live in a world that demands quick communication with heaven.  Changes in the world are coming 

fast and furious.  So much so that it is much easier than before to get turned around or confused on the mean streets of this present 

darkness.  And Iõm sure in the months and years to come it will only get harder to navigate.  Clearly hearing the instructions of the 

Helper is crucial for keeping us on the òhighway of holinessó.  The better the connection, the safer, more efficient, and pleasant the 

ride will be. 

For many reasons Iõm sure that my family will never forget our Western Adventure of 2008.  But my hope for us all is that we 

stay on course, moving forward in the direction that God has determined, that we continue to experience the high places and all the 

hills and low-lands in-between.  And that we maintain a strong and clear connection with Him.  And through our Adventures to-

gether, I pray that we will uniquely experience the splendor and majesty of our Lord.  ʸʸ 
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Yellowjacket  
Itch  
Bee 
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Summer 

Miss Skeeter  

Wasp 

Beach 

Yard  

Skin 

Oak 

UV 
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ACROSS: 

1. The sensation on your skin that 
makes you want to scratch. 

3. It can sense you from more than 
90 feet away and leaves an itchy 
bump after it sucks your blood. 

7. The place where bugs and poi-
sonous plants bother you most. 

8. These stinging bugs live in a hive. 
11. Rinse off the hoe, shovel or 

_____ after using, in case it came in 
contact with poison ivy. 

12. Make sure to _____ longsleeve 
shirts and pants when hiking in the 

woods. 
13. Always lather on the _____ 

screen to prevent your skin from 
burning. 

16. _____ Creme relieves the itch 

and pain of bug bites, poison ivy 
and sunburn faster than other anti-

itch medicines. 
18. Bees are attracted to iced _____, 

lemonade and other sweetened 

summer drinks. 

19. Make sure to _____ food in 
plastic or cover in bowls to keep 
bees and other bugs from ruining 

your picnic. 

DOWN: 

2. Candles made of _____ may 
help keep mosquitoes away. 

4. Protect your skin from _____ by 
wearing lots of sunscreen. 

5. Jellyfish make their home in 
the _____. 

6. Try not to scratch a bug _____, 

since it will only make it itch 
more! 

7. Poison ivy, poison sumac and 
poison _____ cause itchy skin 

rashes during the warm weather. 
9. "Miss _____," the Lanakids' host. 

10. Another word for "bug." 
14. A type of stinging bug (hint: 
it's not a bee, hornet or yellow 

jacket!). 
15. Another word for "insect." 

17. The answer to "Should you 

scratch an itch?" 

Test your summertime itch I.Q.  

 

 

Poison Ivy  

Sumac 

Sunburn 

Bugbite  

Mosquito  

Sting  



By Leslie Fink 

I recently visited my son in North Carolina and worshipped at his local church.  The senior 
pastor spoke about how believers often hear that they should put God first place in their lives. How-
ever, the pastor emphasized that, contrary to our thinking, it shouldnõt be that way. Instead of put-
ting God first place, He should be ONLY place, our true source of life. You may wonder, just as I did 
é is this truly attainable? 

Over the past few months God has brought to my mind the need to abide in Him.     John 
15: 4-7 states, òRemain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must re-
main in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you are the 
branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such 
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain 
in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.ó 

In the parable of the vine and the branches, Jesus speaks of the 
fruitful and fruitless branches. The òfruitless branchesó become cut off 
when they no longer produce fruit because they have not remained in 
Jesus. The òbranchesó that produce fruit undergo pruning by the heav-
enly Father to become more fruitful. More specifically, He removes from 
our lives things that hinder or disrupt the life-flow of Jesus. 

Perhaps this is why the senior pastor spoke so passionately about 
our need to remain in Him ONLY. John 15: 4 teaches that just as the branch has life ONLY while the 
life of the vine flows into it, likewise, as we remain in Jesus we experience His life-flow. 

In contrast, John 15: 6 speaks of the consequences of not remaining in Christ, not abiding in 
the vine. The result is a separation from Christ. I donõt presume to know anything about what others 
may want or need, but I prefer to abide in Christ and I know I need to. I do not want to be sepa-
rated from His love and power. 

I recently re-acquainted myself with a wonderful, old hymn and the humble person behind it. 
One afternoon in 1847, Henry Francis Lyte walked along the British Isles coast in pensive prayer 
then retired to his elegant estate. He emerged from his room later with a written copy of òAbide 
With Me.ó This gifted poet penned the lyric, òI need Thy presence, every passing hour. What but Thy 
grace foil the tempterõs power? Who, like Thyself, My guide and stay can be? Through cloud and 
sunshine, Lord, abide with me.ó 

It brings me great comfort to know that I can draw my sustenance and strength from Jesus 
and when I abide in Him that I can be better prepared for lifeõs challenges as I maintain constant 
intimate communion with Him.  

Just as my sonõs senior pastor expressed the believerõs need for ONLY God, Henry Lyte pro-
fessed his need for Christõs presence every passing hour. 160 years separate their ideas, yet they 
share an important commonality, the need to abide in the vine, Jesus Christ. Remaining in Christ is 
key to praying effectively. 

So, is establishing God as ONLY place in our lives truly attainable? I canõt say for sure, Iõm not 
there yetébut I am still persevering. As the song lyric states, òI triumph still, If Thou abide with me.ó 

  

"Abide With Me" 
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I do will prosper. I can flourish 

when the world is falling apart 

— in every area of my life! 

      I can remember the day, many years ago, when I 

suddenly recognized the gold mine of this Psalm 1 

promise. At the time, I had little delight in God’s word. 

It was as dry as toast to me. I did read occasionally, but 

only out of a sense of duty and guilt. As a young hus-

band and father, I wanted to prosper in the good and 

the bad times. That day, I asked God to make me a 

Psalm 1 man.  

       I’m happy to report that He heard my very simple 

prayer. God did a miracle! It is a process, but He’s been 

turning me into a Psalm 1 man. I shudder to think of 

life without a delight for His Word, especially in these 

―drought days.‖ 

      Enough of my story. What about you? Do you 

wrestle with the stark reality of financial pressures? Is 

the noise of politician wrangling ―getting your goat?‖ 

Are certain forms of entertainment more enjoyable than 

the joys of intimacy with the Lover of your soul? Are 

you stressed about life’s pressures? If so, I would en-

courage you to consider God’s Psalm 1 offer with His 

money-back guarantee. Though an ancient promise, I 

believe it still applies. You and I can prosper in today’s 

negative economy. Become a Word-Lover. Our tempo-

ral and eternal prosperity depends upon it!  

Epic Youth Ministries 

August 3rd-Epic Central 6:30-8pm      Worship Practice 

August 10th- Youth 6:30-8pm                   1st Sunday:  4– 6 pm 

August 17th- Activity 6-10 pm                                                           4th Sunday: 5—6 pm 

August 24th-Youth 6:30-8pm 

August 31st-No Youth 

Activity- We will be having a Drive In Movie night at Dan and Maralee Seeley's.  It will cost $5 each.  We will be 

having Domino’s for dinner.  Bring a blanket to sit on.  Money is due August 13.  

    

We ask that the church would pray for the youth ministry and it’s leaders.   

  

This summer we have been focusing on freedom.  There are times in our life when we find ourselves unable 

to get past a struggle no matter what we do.  For some it is bitterness or unforgivness and then for others it 

could be fear.  We have been teaching the youth that the only way to truly become free is to seek God and 

ask for His help.  Our teachings have focused on the fact that there is hope and we can be free even when 

some things seem impossible!  Our hope is that this summer's teachings has brought freedom into their lives 

and that they can even reach out to others and show them how they can be free! 

PROSPERING IN A NEGATIVE ECONOMY 
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A special P.S. from Wes  ñ If you are not pres-

ently a Word-Lover, here is a good way to be-
come one. Enroll in a Bible class! This is one of 
the reasons we offer AIM Center courses ñ to 
help you learn how to develop a delight for His 
Word.  

 Thatõs how it happened for me. As I gave 
myself to verse-by-verse study under the instruc-
tion of anointed Bible teachers, my delight in the 
Word exploded. Yes, it cost an investment of 
time, effort and money. But the payoff exceeds 
anything I could have dreamed. Itõs the most 
profitable investment of my life. It can be true for 
you as well. 

 Our upcoming class will again be a Bible 
study for this reason. You will not only gain un-
derstanding of the text, but also learn how to 
better study the Word for yourself. And the best 
payoff of all ñ the Word will be made flesh in 
your life.  

 Contact the church office for an enroll-
ment form and sign up today.  Please contact 
me or Pastor Michael if you have any questions.  

 

Continued cover article 



Sundays:   Lewistown 

August 3 ñ  Glee & Alexei Pavlova & Kelsey Johnson 

August 10 ñ  Leisle Kauffman, Candace Rager 

August 17ñ Nikki Scyoc, Jenny Hartzler   

August 24 ñ Maralee Seeley, Christen Amspacker,  Nakita Rager 

August 31ñ MaryAnn Fultz, Jenny Smith 

Wednesdays: 

August 6ñ Melody Bratton, Jackie Alters 

August 13 ñ Genia Mathews, George Camp 

August 20ñ Anneliese Smith, Jen Neavling   

August 27 ñ Cyndi Neff &  Carrie Baumgardner 
Contact Angie Kerstetter to serve in the nursery: 717-667-6864 

Sundays:                     Mount Union 

August 3  ñ Patti Hutton & Krissy White 
August 10 ñ Jennifer Walker & Beth Drake 

August 17ñ Pat Gilsbaugh & Angie Knable 

August 24 ñ Autumn Woodward & Helper 

August 31ñAutumn Woodward & Helper 

Wednesdays: 

August 6  ñ Patti Hutton & Danielle Neff 

August 13 ñ Jean Speck  

August 20 ñ Lisa Harris & Carol Henry 

August 27 ñ Sue May & Diane McCallister  

Contact Jane Neff to serve in the nursery: 814-542-2488 

August Calendar 
Saturdays: Prayer, 8-9:30 am (LE & MU) 

Sundays: Morning Worship, 10:00 (LE & MU)  

Wednesdays: 7:00 Bible Study/Youth Group (LE&MU) 

Saturday, August 9th Hand of Grace Full Distrib(LE) 

Wednesday, August 13th  Baptism in Juniata River (LE) 

Saturday,  August 16th Hand of Grace (MU)  

Saturday, Aug 23rd Hand of Grace, Produce Only (LE)  

Thank you Lord, for making me into a beautiful butter-
fly, no longer a worm groveling in the dirt, 

For You have washed away all my pain and hurt. 
 

Your love You have lavishly poured into my heart,  
And You promise me that Youôll never depart. 

 

Your hands have held me with Your gentle touch,  
And in my life I need it very much. 

 

Your kind voice speaks truth to me, 
Which when I believe it in my heart sets me free. 

 

Your joy gives me strength to change my ways, 
As your truth to me You say. 

 

To me You speak peace,  
So all my struggling will cease, 

 

You alone have patience on me to wait, 
For You know it takes time to change and You know it 

doesnôt happen too late. 
 

All my sins You do forgive,  
So I can truly live. 

 

You help me forgive myself which is tough, 
But You remind me that You died for me on a cross 

that was rough. 

 

So now as a beautiful butterfly I can flit and flutter, 
And with my mouth Your praises utter. 

Jesus, Your love has helped me see how precious I am 
to You, 

And You have an excellent plan for my life to follow 
You. 

 

The colors in my wings glisten when I sit in the presence 
of Jesus the Son, 

For now through the Holy Spirit we are joined as 
brothers, we are one. 

 

As I light each day in the presence of the Son as a fra-
grant flower, 

I will in my life know Jesusô mighty power. 
 

Then as a beautiful butterfly I can flutter in the air, 
And glisten in the presence of the Son and show others 

how much Jesus cares. 
 

So as a beautiful butterfly,  
I can lift Jesus high. 

 

 
Penned by Jane Lewis  

to the Glory of God. 
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August Nursery Schedule 

Beautiful Butterfly 

Water Baptism:  Want to be baptized in the Juniata River?  

Now is your chance, Wednesday, August 13th baptism in 

the Juniata River.  We will have worship then walk down to 

the river together.  Sign up on Back table or bulletin tear 

off. (LE) 



by Lisa A. Harris 

One of the deepest needs of 
the human heart is the need to 
be appreciated. Every human 
being wants to be of value. 
Every human being craves to 
be accepted and loved for who 
he is. Acceptance means that 
the people with whom I live 
give me a feeling of self-
respect, a feeling that I am 
worthwhile. They are happy 
with who I am. Acceptance 
means that I am welcome to 
be myself. Acceptance means 
that though there is need for 
growth, I am not forced. I do 
not have to be the person I am 
not. 

To accept a person does not 
mean that I deny his or her de-
fects, that I gloss over them or 
try to explain them away. Nei-
ther does acceptance mean to 
say that everything the person 
does is beautiful and fine. Just 
the opposite is true. When I 
deny the defects of a person, 
then I certainly do not accept 
him or her. I have not touched 
the depth of a person. Only 
when I accept a person can I 
truly face his or her defects. 

Each one of us is born with 
many potentialities. But unless 
they are drawn out by the 
warm touch of anotherôs ac-
ceptance, they will remain dor-
mant. Only when we are loved 
in that deep sense of complete 
acceptance can we become 
what God created us to be. 

That love makes us the unique 
persons that we are meant to 
be. When a person is appreci-
ated for what they have done, 
they are not unique; someone 
else can do the same work 
perhaps better then the other. 
But when a person is loved for 
what they are, then they be-
come a unique and irreplace-
able personality. John 3:16 
says, ñFor God so loved the 
world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting 
life.ò God loved us in that 
deep sense of complete ac-
ceptance long before we ever 
even thought of accepting Him. 
Isnôt this what He wants us as 
Christians to do as well? We 
are to be One in Christ, One 
Heart; One Soul and One 
Spirit working together as One 
Body. We are to accept those 
who have defects and give 
them the same love Christ 
gives to us. Didnôt we all have 
someone in our lives that loved 
us with that deep sense of 
complete acceptance no mat-
ter what weôd done or who we 
were, someone who loved us 
with unconditional love? For 
me and my family, it was my 
Grandmother. She loved us all 
and taught us to love each 
other with that very special 
love of Jesus. Isnôt it time we 
step up and take action? 

Action springs not from 
thought alone, but from a 
readiness for responsibility. 

The road to holiness passes 
through the world of action. 
The first action we need to do 
is to pray. I once read, a man 
(or woman) of prayer can do 
more in a single year than an-
other can accomplish in a 
whole life time! But remember 
we canôt stand here calling on 
God for help and, not our-
selves in whom God dwells, do 
nothing. Jesus dwells within 
us, so when we stretch a hand 
towards others in need, it is 
His Hand stretching towards 
that fallen man. 1 Chronicles 
22:16 sayséòArise and be-
gin working, and the LORD 

be with you.ò 

Look at what the Passion of 
Christ has done for us. We too, 
should have this Passion 
within us when Christ dwells in 
our hearts. All passion be-
comes strength when it has an 
outlet from the narrow limits of 
our soul in the labor of our 
right arm, the cunning of our 
right hand, or the still, creative 
activity of our thoughts! No one 
need search for a program of 
action. The world and suffering 
humanity create the agenda 
for those who have eyes to 
see the human misery; ears to 
hear the stories of oppression 
and hearts to respond to the 
distress of our human family. 
Galatians 6:9 says, ñAnd let 
us not grow weary while do-
ing good, for in due season 
we shall reap if we do not 

lose heart.ò 

The Passion to Accept and Act   
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God Honors Obedienceé         by Lisa Harling 

     ñConsider it a sheer gift, friends, 
when tests and challenges come at 
you from all sides.  You know that 
under pressure, your faith-life is 
forced into the open and shows its 
true colors.  So donôt try to get out 
of anything prematurely. Let it do 
its work so you become mature and 
well-developed, not deficient in any 
way.ò  James 1:2-4 The Message   

     After last year with the accep-
tance into nursing school, bugs for 
over a month, Seaverôs meltdown, 
children and youth challenges and 
Rodôs $26,000 second eye replace-
ment (all in March) I wasnôt sure 
how the enemy could trip us up. 

     In February of this year, I was 
diagnosed with optic neuritis, an 
inflammation of the optic nerve. I 
had lost the sight in my right eye.  
Medical science doesnôt know what 
causes it, cures it or prescribes a 
medicine for it. We know who 
causes ñallò sickness and disease. 
Who cures it!  The Word of God is 
our medicine for it.  After receiving 
prayer from Roberta and Eva, I 
kept saying I knew something was 
in there but couldnôt get the medical 
professionals to confirm it. 

     Thank you to Eva, my praise 
warrior.  Thank you to Roberta my 
warrior of diligence and faithful-
ness.  While we waited to see im-
provement in my vision, I continued 
with school.  The first week in May 
while taking my Spring finals, I was 
scheduled for an MRI which maxed 
out our health insurance.  Before 
taking a final Tuesday, May 5th, I 
was read my test results over the 
phone.  A tumor was pressing 
against my right optic nerve.   

 What does any good soldier 
doðget back to workðget back in 
the battle.  Finish those finals. I did!  
On May 21st, we (Rod and I) trav-
eled to meet with the brain sur-
geon.  I suspected three courses of 

treatment but with my medical 
background knew there was really 
only one.  ñCut it out.ò As we sat 
having lunch that day after the ap-
pointment, (the first time we have 
been out to lunch since being mar-
riedðwhat a special treat under 
grave circumstances) I knew in my 
heart and my spirit we were going 
to have to walk through this.  
Sometimes God heals us instantly, 
sometimes over a period of time, 
and sometimes we must walk 
through so that He gets the glory. 

     My next appointment at Hershey 
wasnôt until June 24th, a month 
away.  What to do? Wait! Be pa-
tient. I read a book by Kerry and 
Chris Shook, ñThirty Days to Live.ò  
I recommend it.  It puts your priori-
ties in order. It re-affirmed to me 
that the Harlings continue to follow 
God closely. 

     On June 24th, we traveled to 
HMC again, hand-carrying test re-
sults.  Finalôs week again, many 
ducks to keep in a row.  The enemy 
tried and failed many times to steal 
our peace.  Donôt let him!  When 
tempted, follow Sister Dottyôs ad-
vice, ñkeep your eyes focused on 
Jesus.ò Thank you to Dotty for 
praying.  I would see her beside 
me, behind me and in front of me 
praying in the spirit realm.  Dotty, 
like Jesus, the same yesterday, 
today and forever. 

     That day test results, which I 
needed for the next day were ñlostò 
going from the reception area to 
the examining area within a matter 
of minutes. Twenty feet in dis-
tance.  I remember praying, Godð
you are my justiceðyou are my 
vindicator.  Please get those test 
results to my surgeon.  Within an 
hour, they were hand-delivered to 
my husband by the Doctor (not a 
nurse or receptionist) whose office 
had lost them.  This doesnôt hap-

pen in healthcareðthis was an act 
of God.  He can choose to use any-
one. 

     After signing consent, the wait-
ing continues, be patient, choose to 
speak lifeðDo not speak doom 
and gloom. Listen for the Holy 
Spiritôs guidance. I would walk into 
church and sisters and brothers in 
Christ would look at me like I was 
dead.  Donôt do this!  Sister Vonnie 
has always stressedðòWhile 
thereôs breath, thereôs life.ò Choose 
to speak it! Choose to pray it! 
Thank you Vonnie. 

     During this time period I was 
very guarded with what I said, who 
I spent time with, who I shared any-
thing with.  When the Holy Spirit 
alerts youðfor your protectionð
listen and obey! 

     Procedure DayðJuly 7th, 2008.  
I still hadnôt said the word surgery 
to anyoneðWe had not told our 
parents, siblings or church family, 
except for a select few which the 
Lord had released us to do.  Donôt 
be offended! We were being obedi-
ent. Obedience brings honor. 

     My procedure day proceeded 
with joy and peace which I had 
been covering myself in.  I ad-
vanced with my Bible, anointing oil 
and prayer scarf that Barbara had 
prayed over.  Thank you  to Bar-
bara for always lifting me up, 
anointing me and praying for reten-
tion of appearance, mental status 
and no re-occurrence. 

     My surgery lasted less than two 
hours.  It was supposed to last 
three.  Praise God! I wasnôt sup-
posed to be discharged until Sun-
day, July 13thða 5-day admission.  
I was released the next dayðfrom 
intensive careðjust 26 hours from 
surgery.  This is unheard of in the 
medical profession. Normally, you 
would go to step down care, then a 
regular room.  I was discharged to 
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Faith of our Fathers 
By Jorn Junod 

 A few weeks ago I was afforded the opportunity to be involved in a very special event at Billy Grahamõs The 
Cove in Ashville North Carolina. Dave Berhring , a pastor and leadership trainer for Hope Force and some other 
organizations had an idea for years to gather together some fathers of the faith. His idea was to spend 3 days hav-
ing them share their hearts about ministry, leadership and their stories of faith and failure. Six men came to be a 
part of this event. Winkie Pratney, Loren Cunningham, Llyod Ogilvie, John Perkins, Jack Hayford and Robert 

Shuller. 

 Needless to say it was not only a historical event but the most powerful three days of revelation and spirit-
led ministry I ever witnessed. To listen to these powerful men share their stories and revelations from the word of 
God was amazing. My poor hand was getting tired trying to write down all the powerful nuggets of truth that kept 
coming from these men.  Probably half a dozen times we pastors were weeping quietly as the Spirit was speaking 

to our hearts about what it means to finish well, stay in love with Jesus, and be faithful to what God calls us to do. 

 Many questions were asked and answered over those three days; there were two areas that spoke to me 
the most profoundly. The first was watching these men honor each other in every way. The grace and respect they 
showed each other was real. Though they knew of each other for up to 40 years most had not been in relationship 
with each other except by mutual acquaintances. At the end of their last meeting they were asked to each pick a 
person and share their thoughts about their life and ministry. Words canõt express what was heard and felt. Honor-
ing is a powerful life giving way to glorify Christ. Iõve got a lot to learn about the power of my words and what they 

can do to a personõs soul. 

 Secondly, is the Christ centered view that each emphatically expressed in all of their successes. One after 
another they exalted Christ and down played their own abilities and accolades. Some of these men are over 70 
years old and profoundly said that the only thing that matters is keeping Jesus at the very center of every aspect of 
their lives. John Perkins, an African American, who has impacted the south and brought reconciliation between 
whites and blacks for over 40 years, shared his story of being strung up by the KKK and whipped and beat. He 
shared how over all these years only through Jesus and His power was he able to forgive and serve the very peo-

ple who hated him. Success really is based on where Christ is in our lives, no matter what the circumstances. 

 All of the sessions were taped and will be made into a DVD series; with the vision of passing  them down to 
the generations that will forge ahead to build Christõs kingdom in the years to come. What an honor it was to say 
that I was a part of this event. Some will brag about being at the World Series or other major secular events and, 
though most wonõt even understand what I experienced, Iõll just have to chuckle to myself knowing the blessing I 

experienced. 

go home.  To date, I have taken no 
pain meds.  Thank you, Jesus! 

     Parents, during this time my 
children were completely trained up 
to make breakfast, lunch and sup-
perðwash, fold, and put away 
laundry.  Larisa even taught the 
younger ones their homeschool 
lessons while I was gone those two 
days with the intent of completing 
the week. Parents, fill your 
children up; donôt allow them to 
drain you.  Teach them more than 
how to turn on the dishwasher, cell 
phone and computer.  It will benefit 
them later on in life.  We will always 
have to eat! 

     During my hospital stay, many 

people commented on my atti-
tudeðeven my surgeon.  Remem-
ber Chuck Swindoll states that life 
is 10% what happens to us and 
90% is the attitude while it is hap-
pening.  I have always believed 
Jesus chose a good attitude even 
in the most extreme circumstances.  
Have joyðsmileðgiggle. 

     George Mueller (1805-1898), a 
great prayer warrior, never had the 
opportunity to use a prayer chain, 
telephone or internet.  He used to 
go into his room, kneel by his bed 
and wait for God to answer his 
prayers.  I finished his biography 
during this time and it re-affirmed to 
me that for my protectionðI was 

continuing to be obedientð
strengthening my relationship with 
Himðdrawing closer sometimes, 
worshipping 5-6 hours per day.  
There is power in worship. 

     I listened to Joel Ostein on Sun-
day, July 6th.  His message was 
about how God goes before us 
making our crooked paths straight, 
Goodness and Mercy follow us and 
favor surrounds us. Remind your-
selves often of these promises. 

     As we return to a normal Harling 
routine, I thank God for showing 
me how He is going to use thisð
relatively soon, even the 5ð10ð
20 year plan.  It is going to be so 
exciting! 

God Honors Obedienceé (continued)  
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